The Sacrifice of Isaac

Gn 22,1-19







Text |

Some time after these events, God put Abraham toth e test. He
called to him, "Abraham!" "Ready!" he replied. Then God said:
"Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to
the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him up as a holocaust
on a height that | will point out to you." Early th e next morning
Abraham saddled his donkey, took with him his son | saac, and
two of his servants as well, and with the wood that he had cut
for the holocaust, set out for the place of which G od had told
him. On the third day Abraham got sight of the plac e from afar.
Then he said to his servants: "Both of you stay her e with the
donkey, while the boy and | go on over yonder. We w ill worship
and then come back to you." Thereupon Abraham took the wood
for the holocaust and laid it on his son Isaac's sh oulders, while
he himself carried the fire and the knife. Asthet  wo walked on
together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham. "Fathe  r!" he said.
"Yes, son," he replied. Isaac continued, "Here are the fire and
the wood, but where is the sheep for the holocaust? ""Son,"
Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the she ep for the
holocaust." Then the two continued going forward. W hen they
came to the place of which God had told him, Abraha  m built an
altar there and arranged the wood on it. Next he tt  ed up his son
Isaac, and put him on top of the wood on the altar. Then he
reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son



Text I

 But the LORD'S messenger called to him from heaven,
"Abraham, Abraham!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. "Do n ot
lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger. "Do not do
the least thing to him. | know now how devoted you are to
God, since you did not withhold from me your own be loved
son." As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caugh  t by
Its horns in the thicket. So he went and took ther  am and
offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son. A braham
named the site Yahweh-yireh; hence people now say, "On
the mountain the LORD will see." Again the LORD'S
messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said: " I
swear by myself, declares the LORD, that becauseyo u
acted as you did in not withholding from me your be loved
son, | will bless you abundantly and make your
descendants as countless as the stars of the skyan  dthe
sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take
possession of the gates of their enemies, and inyo  ur
descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing-
- all this because you obeyed my command." Abraham
then returned to his servants, and they set out tog ether for
Beer-sheba, where Abraham made his home.



Structure

Introduction (1a) Narrative
God’s command “Sacrifice your son” (1b—2)

2. Departure next morning (3) Narrative
3.  The third day at foot of the mountain
(4—6b) Dialogue
4.  Journey up the mountain (6¢c—8)
Dialogue
5. Preparation for sacrifice (9-10)  Narrative

Angel speaks to stop sacrifice (11-18)

Epilogue: Return to Beersheba (19) Narrative



e Ex 20,20 Do not be afraid, for
God has come only to test

you and put his fear upon you God is testing

e Dt 8,2 for forty years now the
LORD, your God, has directed
all your journeying in the
desert, so as (0 test you by
affliction and find out whether
or not it was your intention to
keep his commandments

e Dt13,4 the LORD, vour God,
s lesting you  to learn
whether you really love him
with all your heart and with all
your soul




* 2Chr 3,1 Land of Moriah
Solomon

began to
build the
house of the
LORD In
Jerusalem

which had
been pointed
out to his

father
David ...”




. » 2Ki 17,17 “The
Burnt offerings g

 Ex 34,20 “The
firstling of an ass you
shall redeem with
one of the flock; If
you do not redeem It,
you must break its
neck.
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“saddled his donkey, took

with him Isaac, and two
servants as well cut the
wood for the holocaust,
set out for the place”

Gn 42,18 ¢

Joseph said: "Do this, and
you shall live; for | am a
God-fearing man”

Ex 3,18 “Permit us to go a
In the

desert, that we may offer

sacrifice to the LORD”

Abraham’s
obedience



Climbing the mountain

Mk 9,24

| do believe,
help my
unbelief!



|lsaac as priest



|saac as sacrifice

e Lv 1.3 “lt must be a male without blemish”



Preparation for sacrifice



Call from heaven

« Gn 21,17 God
heard the boy's cry,
and

to Hagar
: "What Is
the matter, Hagar?”



God comes to see . Gn 18,21 “l must

[ obedience

whether
or not their actions
fully correspond to the
cry against them that
comes to me. | mean

Job1,1°

named Job, who



Offering of thanksgiving

 “Noah built an altar
to the LORD, and
choosing from every
clean and
every clean

(Gn 8,20)



God swearing by himself

« Hebr 6,13 When
God made the
promise to
Abraham, since
he had no one
greater by whom
to swear, "



Gates of cities

 Gn 24,60 “invoking
a blessing on
Rebekah, they said:
"Sister, may you
grow Iinto
thousands; And
may your
descendants



e EX 32

. Rom 8.34 Christ Human Intercession

who died, rather,
was raised, who
also Is at the right
hand of God, who
Indeed



Return to Beer-Sheba



 Job 1:9-11

Satan said, "Is it for nothing that
Job is God-fearing? Have you
not surrounded him and his
family and all that he has with
your protection? You have
blessed the work of his hands,
and his livestock are spread
over the land. But now

Value of trial



Life on the scene



God will provide



When to speak

e Qoh 3,1.7 “There Is an
appointed time for
everything, and a time
for every affair under
the heavens...

, and



 Prov 9,10 The
beginning of

wisdom is the Wisdom

e Job 1,1 Job was
“blameless and
upright,

e Gn 17,1 am God
the Almighty.



God swears by
himself

 Hebr 1,1 “In times
past, God spoke In
partial and various
ways to our
ancestors through
the prophets” In
these last days,
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Our next meeting

Tuesday, February 16, 2010
Saturday, February 20, 2010

Jacob’s fight with Laban

Gn 30,25-32,1



